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Crete on the path to climate neutrality with the European project CO2 
PACMAN 

Workshop “The Island I Would Like” — A Vision for a Climate-Neutral Crete 
Technical University of Crete, 13 & 19 May 2025 

As part of the European project CO2 PACMAN, 25 undergraduate students from the 
School of Chemical and Environmental Engineering at the Technical University of Crete 
(TUC) participated in a two-day interactive workshop titled “The Island I Would Like”, 
held on May 13 and 19, 2025. The initiative was led by Professor Theocharis Tsoutsos, 
within the framework of ReSEL@TUC and the broader Mediterranean mission to 
accelerate carbon neutrality through participatory design and youth engagement. 

The workshop aimed to empower students to envision a fully decarbonized island, with 
Crete serving as the model region. Through a blend of scientific methodology and 
community-oriented creativity, students worked in teams of five to design actionable 
roadmaps for reducing CO₂ emissions across key sectors including energy, transport, 
waste, water, tourism, and food systems.  

The workshop kicked off with an introductory session by Prof. Tsoutsos, presenting the 
goals and methods of the Interreg 
Euro-MED CO2 PACMAN project. 
Students were introduced to the 
Sustainable Energy Planning 
Toolbox, a tool developed through 
prior EU projects and is constantly 
enriched and renewed in terms of 
content, enabling local actors to 
drive climate strategy using a step-
by-step approach. Discussions also 
centered around students’ 
perceptions of the climate crisis, 
the socio-political aspects of energy 
planning, and the importance of 
local action in achieving the 
European Green Deal's vision of a 
carbon-neutral Europe by 2050. 



 

Over the course of the workshop, student groups simulated real-world energy planning 
processes. They consulted example data, applied the CO2 PACMAN methodology, and 
designed their own climate action plans. Each plan was tailored to Crete’s local 
characteristics and included technical, economic, and social feasibility aspects. 

The final day featured team presentations, where each group shared their integrated 
proposals for a carbon-neutral island, covering current status assessments and future 
interventions. Proposals ranged from decentralized renewable energy systems and 
sustainable tourism reforms to water reuse infrastructures and local food resilience 
strategies. 

To encourage interactive evaluation, the event concluded with a live voting session, 
where all participants rated the proposals. This fostered reflection on the strengths and 
feasibility of each plan, promoting peer learning and democratic dialogue. 

 

This workshop reflects CO2 PACMAN's commitment to youth involvement, capacity-
building, and participatory climate governance, aligning with the European Union's 
agenda for a just and inclusive green transition in Mediterranean island regions. 
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